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Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

September,  1951. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  for  the 
Borough  of  Rowley  Regis. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1950,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  112/50, 
dated  6th  December,  1950. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  was  a  slight  increase 
in  the  general  death  rate  from  10.15  to  10.96  per  1,000  population 
though  the  infant  mortality  rate  fell  from  35.30  to  32.76  per  1,000 
live  births  and,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis, 
the  year  under  review  was  satisfactory  from  a  health  point  of  view. 

This  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  was  not  confined  to  the  Borough  of 
Rowley  Regis  but  was  fairly  widespread  throughout  the  country.  We 
had  53  confirmed  cases  of  which  8  proved  fatal. 

The  Clean  Food  Bye-laws  came  into  operation  on  18th  July,  1950 
and  all  food  stores,  shops  and  licensed  premises  were  inspected  and  a 
register  compiled.  Where  necessary,  notices  were  served  to  carry  out 
alterations  etc.,  in  order  that  the  premises  would  comply  with  the 
new  bye-laws.  The  department  is  very  much  alive  to  the  importance 
of  clean  food  and  close  supervision  is  maintained  over  all  premises 
concerned  with  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food. 

As  in  previous  years  the  work  of  the  Department  was  smoothly  and 
satisfactorily  carried  out  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  staff  have  carried  out  their 
duties;  in  particular  I  would  like  to  express  to  Mr.  Longfellow,  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  my  gratitude  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
he  has  given  me  during  the  seventeen  years  I  have  been  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I  must  again  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  more  especially 
the  members  of  the  Health  and  Drainage  Committee,  for  their  continued 
consideration  and  support  in  my  work. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1950 

Chairman-.  Alderman  Hancock,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman :  Councillor  Hanson. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Alderman  Deeley,  J.P.;  Deputy  Mayor, 
Alderman  Palmer,  J.P.;  Aldermen  Norwood,  Raybould,  Woodward; 
Councillors  Attwood,  Gilbert,  Pritchard  (Mrs.  P.),  Moore,  Rollinson, 
Wakeman  (V.  W.),  Walker  and  Westwood. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Deeley,  Councillors  Pritchard  (Mrs.  P.),  Wakeman,  V.  W., 
Walker  and  Westwood. 

#  Aldermen  Raybould,  Palmer,  Pennington  and  Councillor  A.  J.  Barker. 
*Note:  These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  :  — 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A,  M.Inst.P.C ,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public 
Cleansing,  Honours  in  Plumbing  and  Sanitary  Science  of  the 
City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  :  — 

WILLIAM  WOOLDRIDGE,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  and  Meat 
and  Foods  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LASHFORD  R.  TURBIN,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  and 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
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Junior  Assistants :  — 

Roger  M.  Brettell.  Joined  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  22.8.49. 
Michael  S.  Harrison. 

Clerks :  — 

MISS  D.  MORGAN,  Chief  Clerk. 

MISS  M.  PATRICK.  (Commenced  6.2.50). 

MISS  B.  RAWLINGS.  (Commenced  17.4.50). 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid-year  1950)  ...  49,480 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,235 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31st  December,  1950, 

according  to  the  Rate  Books)  .  13,966 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1950)  ...  ...  £186,288 

Produce  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1950)  ...  £716.5.9 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  December,  1950)  £730 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are 
agricultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one. 
The  manufactrue  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels, 
chains  and  anchors,  hollow-ware,  electric  fittings,  being  among  the  chief 
industries.  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  "  Rowley  Rag  ”  is  quarried 
from  the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and  channelling  purposes. 
There  is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district  now  though  the  presence 
of  pit  mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
coal  mining  was  once  an  important  industry  in  the  Borough. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

.  .  .  . 

371 

376 

747 

. 

7 

9 

16 

Total 

378 

385 

763 
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*Birth  Rate  per  1,000  popualtion  ... 

15.42 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

7 

12 

19 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.48 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

24.3 

DEATHS : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

288 

255 

543 

*  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.96 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

1.27 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
All  Infants — 25.  Legitimate — 22. 

age: 

Illegitimate — 3. 

Death  Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000 

live  births 

•  •  • 

32.76 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

29.45 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
timate  live  births 

per  1,000 

illegi- 

187.50 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age : 

All  infants — 18.  Legitimate — 16.  Illegitimate — 2. 

Deaths  from :  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Meningococcal  infection  ...  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ...  ...  1 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  live  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the  year 
under  review  was  763,  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  preceding  year.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  aiea  was  15.42  which  figure  is  slightly  lower  than  that 
for  the  whole  country,  (viz.  15.8).  Of  these,  763  births,  16  were 
illegitimate,  (7  male  and  9  female). 

*  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  of  any  area  is  bound  to 
be  influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  so  that  in 
order  that  truer  comparisons  can  be  made  between  one  area  and  another  the 
actual  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  multiplied  by  a  number  called  the  "  Com¬ 
parability  Factor  ”  the  result  being  known  as  the  Corrected  Birth  or  Death 
Rate  These  ” Comparability  Factors”  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
and  are  based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  as  shown  by 
the  census.  For  Rowley  Regis  they  are  as  follows: — Comparability  Factor  for 
births  0.94,  and  for  deaths  1.22 ,  and  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  is  14-48  per 
1,000  population,  and  the  corrected  Death  Rate  is  13.26  per  1,000  population. 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

IN  THIS  AREA. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

288 

255 

543 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

12 

9 

21 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

5 

2 

7 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

8 

17 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

7 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

21 

17 

38 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

6 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

33 

27 

60 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

16 

10 

26 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

6 

12 

Other  heart  disease 

71 

93 

164 

Other  circulatory  disease 

12 

8 

20 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

12 

10 

22 

Bronchitis 

14 

5 

19 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

— 

8 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

4 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

5 

— 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

» — 

1 

i 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

29 

28 

57 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

4 

6 

All  other  accidents 

4 

3 

7 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

’ 

" 

■ 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE. 

543  deaths  were  recorded  in  Rowley  Regis  in  1950.  The  general 
death  rate  showed  a  slight  increase,  viz.,  10.96  as  compared  with  10.15 
in  1949.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
following  causes :  — 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  ...  ...  222 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Respiratory  disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  ...  51 
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ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY. 


There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  nor 
have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had  any  demon¬ 
strably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  clinical  material, 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  which  is  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Colonel  R.  N.  Phease.  Chemical 
analysis  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory  under  the 
direction  of  A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  transport 
of  infectious  and  non-infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free  and  available 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  inhabitants 
have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The  Chief  ones  used 
are  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley  and 
the  City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requring  hospital  treatment 
are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednesbury.  No 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  cases  is  the  responsibility 
of  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Clinics  are  held  daily  at 
Parson  Street,  Dudley.  Sanatoria  are  situated  at  Groundslow,  Prestwood, 
Kinver  and  Himley. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc.,  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street  Clinic, 
Carlyle  Road  Clinic  and  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  One  maternal  death  has  occurred  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  25  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under 
1  year  of  which  18  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  32.76  was  lower  than  the  figures  for  1949  which 
was  35.30. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

(i)  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in  (a)  quantity  and  (b)  quality. 

(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district,  except  in 
the  case  of  four  houses.  The  supplying  Company  frequently  take 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  analysis  and  no  adverse  report  has 
been  received. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department :  — 

118  Corngr eaves  Rd.  Tap  in  kitchen  Chemical  Satisfactory. 

from  well.  Bacteriological  Satisfactory. 

(iii)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature  and 

(iv)  no  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 

(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows : 

(a)  Houses  ...  14,013 

(b)  Population  ...  49,460 

By  means  of  standpipes  :  — 

(a)  No.  of  standpipes  ...  25 

(b)  No.  of  houses  supplied  76 

These  figures  are  correct,  the  standpipes  being  in  yard  areas  and  in 
close  proximity  to  the  houses.  All  these  dwellings  are  scheduled  as  unfit. 

Four  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Britannia  Road  School 
swimming  baths  were  satisfactory — 1.  Chemically.  2.  Bacteriologicaily. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

All  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewage 
Board’s  sewers,  and  is  dealt  with  on  the  land  irrigation  principal  at 
Whittington,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the 
River  Stour. 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at  Tividale, 
the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributary  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  local  Building  Byelaws  is  supervised 
by  the  Bulding  Surveyor,  but  general  repair  work,  in  compliance  with 
notices  served  is  done  through  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  compliance  with  notices 


served : 

No.  of  yards  of  new  drain  laid  ...  ...  700 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  10 

New  inspection  chambers  and  covers  ...  31 

New  intercepting  traps  ...  ...  4 

New  urinals  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council  ...  225 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  owners  ...  3 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  pails  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Additional  W.C.s  provided  ...  ...  83 


All  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  scrutiny 
which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  Departments. 

FLOODING. 

A  total  length  of  200  yards  of  48  inch  diameter  pipes  have  bee  a 
laid  in  Haden  Road,  Old  Hill.  This  is  part  of  a  scheme  to  prevent 
flooding  in  the  King  Street  area. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

The  cesspool  emptyings  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s  Depart¬ 
ment  with  the  gully  emptying  machine  in  conjunction  with,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  They  are  situated  as  follows : 
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Premises  : 


CESSPOOLS. 


Kendrick  and  Mole,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

"  Briardene,”  Oakham. 

"  West  Lea,”  Oakham. 

"  Greenfields,”  Oakham. 

"  Rufimead,”  Oakham. 

"  Beulah,”  Oakham. 

”  Braeman,”  Oakham. 

"  Brookfields,”  Oakham. 

"  Golf  Club,”  Oakham. 

Wellfield  House,  Oakham. 

''  Beau  Geste,”  Oakham. 

"  Sportsman  Inn,”  Station  Road,  Old  Hill. 

Road  Surfacing  Co.,  Portway,  Oakham. 

"  Del-garda,”  New  House,  Darbys  Hill,  Oakham. 

"  Bishton’s  Cottage,”  Oakham  Lields. 

Marler  Bros.,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

"  The  Dell,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  Rufford,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

”  Lyndale,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

The  Bungalow,  Spring  Row,  Church  Road,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  The  Spiers,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 

"  Pontymoile,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 

"  Windymoor,”  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

"  Stanton,”  8  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

B.S.A.  Rear  of  Vono  Works. 

Stiffs  Concrete  Lactory,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

Edwin  Richards  Quarries  Limited,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

"  Bungalow,”  Turner’s  Hill,  Rowley  Regis. 

DISPOSAL. 

One  central  tipping  depot  is  still  in  use.  Tipping  commenced  in 
1940.  In  July  1950  a  muledozer  was  purchased  for  this  work.  It  will 
effect  a  saving  of  about  £500  per  year,  besides  doing  the  job  more 
efficiently.  In  addition,  the  refuse  is  better  compressed,  sleepers  and 
plates  are  not  necessary,  and  it  can  be  run  as  an  overtime  job  in  the 
winter,  when  labour  is  short.  All  material  is  weighed  and  accurate 
costing  is  possible. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


1  Total  refuse  collected  in  tons : 

1st  April,  1949  to  31st  March,  1950:  10,371  tons  7  cwts.  2  :ps. 

2.  Population:  Middle  of  1949  (estimated) — 49,130. 

3.  Area  (Statute  Acres) — 3,828. 

4.  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day,  365  days  to 

year — 9-99- 

5.  Number  of  houses  and  premises — 13,855  (December,  1949). 

6  Method  of  Disposal — Controlled  Tipping. 

7.  Method  of  collection  : 

Mechanical  Vehicles.  Percentage  of  refuse  collected. 

5  100% 

8.  Average  length  of  haul :  2\  miles. 

9.  Number  of  employees  other  than  clerical : 

Collection — 25.  Disposal — 3. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES. 
House  and  Trade  Refuse. 
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On  18th  September,  the  Council  introduced  an  incentive  bonus 

for  refuse  collection,  as  a  trial  for  three  months.  On  1st  January,  1951, 

it  was  extended  for  a  further  three  months  as  follows : 

1.  The  bonus  shall  be  a  weekly  one  and  shall  be  payable  in  respect 

of  bins  collected  in  excess  of  a  basic  figure  of  600  per  loader  per 

per  week. 

2.  When  for  good  and  proper  reason,  e.g.,  a  Bank  Holiday,  the  refuse 

collection  vehicle  is  not  engaged  on  any  day  during  the  week,  the 

basic  number  of  600  bins  per  loader  shall  be  reduced  proportion¬ 
ately. 

3.  The  bonus  shall  be  payable  as  follows :  — 
ljd.  per  bin  from  May  to  October  inclusive. 

2jd.  per  bin  from  November  to  April  inclusive. 

4.  Each  refuse  collection  team,  comprising  the  driver  of  the  vehicle 
and  four  refuse  loaders,  shall  be  eligible  to  qualify  for  the  bonus 
in  equal  shares. 

5.  The  amount  of  weekly  bonus  earned  by  each  team  shall  be  certified 
by  the  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


The  scheme  seemed  to  work  very  well,  enabling  some  of  the 
workers  to  earn  very  good  bonus,  besides  taking  an  interest  in  keeping 
the  rounds  up  to  date.  Owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  basic  number  of 
bins  to  be  collected,  the  extra  cost  involved  was  approximately  £1,000 
per  annum.  A  further  J.I.C.  award  of  5/6d.  per  man  cost  £357  10s.  0d., 
making  a  total  of  £1,357  10s.  Od.  increase  per  annum  for  collection 
services  only.  These  figures  will  be  reflected  in  the  1951  report. 

The  five  refuse  rounds  were  re-organised  on  1st  November,  1949, 
the  bin  population  being  based  on  built  up  estimated  figures  from  a 
census  taken  over  25  years  ago.  It  was  necessary,  however,  particularly 
for  audit  purposes,  that  the  numbers  should  be  reasonably  correct. 
Consequently  an  independent  Clerical  and  outdoor  staff  was  engaged 
for  the  work.  The  final  figures,  when  compared,  showed  a  remarkable 
accuracy,  which  had  they  not  been  compiled  independently  could  have 
been  doubted. 


14 


December  1950  Census  Allocation  of  Rounds 

1st  November,  1949 


Round 

Bins 

Pails  Trade  Refuse 

Bins 

Pails  Trade  Refuse 

Bins 

Bins 

1 

2,795 

— 

47 

2,930 

— 

12 

2 

2,870 

13 

73 

2,950 

13 

12 

n 

0 

2,958 

n 

0 

23 

2,957 

n 

0 

14 

4 

2,862 

56 

2 

2,829 

52 

— 

5 

2,981 

13 

6 

2,917 

13 

— 

14,466 

85 

151 

14,583 

81 

38 

GRAND  TOTALS. 

December,  1950  1st  November,  1949 


Bins 

.  .  . 

14,466 

14,583 

Pails 

•  •  • 

85 

81 

Trade  Refuse 

151 

38 

14,702 

14,702 

The  above  analysis  will  yield  an  additional  saving  as 

follows :  - 

£ 

s. 

d. 

113  house  refuse  bins  and  pails,  less  per  week  at  2d. 

49 

7 

8 

113  additional  trade  bins  at  4d.  each  (charge  6d. — 
Collection  cost  2d.) 

As  the  number  will  fluctuate,  deduct  25% 

97 

18 

8 

per  annum  ... 

£147 

6 

4 

Cost  of  enumeration  (labour)  ... 

76 

18 

0 

Estimated  net  increase  of  revenue 

£70 

8 

4 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  provide  dust¬ 
bins  for  all  dwelling  houses  as  a  charge  on  the  rates.  After  taking 
delivery  of  300  only,  galvanising  was  stopped. 

When  a  new  dustbin  is  supplied,  it  is  signed  for,  and  a  proper 
record  kept  for  future  reference.  At  the  same  time,  a  handbill  on  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  the  dustbins  is  given  to  the  householder  as 
follows :  — 
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BOROUGH  OF  ROWLEY  REGIS 


DUSTBIN  HYGIENE 

THE  DUSTBIN  supplied  to  your  premises  is  the  property  of  the 
Corporation; 

IT  IS  LOANED  to  you  with  the  object  of  storing  your  domestic 
waste  in  a  reasonably  hygienic  condition. 

AS  YOU  indirectly  pay  for  it  through  the  rates,  you  are  asked  to 
maintain  it  in  a  good  sound  and  cleanly  condition. 

THE  LIFE  of  a  dustbin,  if  treated  properly,  is  a  minimum  of  seven 
years,  and  with  care,  it  will  last  considerably  longer. 

A  PROPER  RECORD  of  this  bin  is  kept  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
at  the  Municipal  Buildings,  and  you  are  particularly  asked  to 
notify  any  loss  or  abuse  immediately. 

A  DUSTBIN  is  not  absolutely  sterile,  but  the  danger  of  disease  germs 
save  in  exceptional  circumstances,  is  not  very  great,  providing 
of  course,  it  is  well  looked  after. 

A  BADLY  KEPT  and  dirty  dustbin  can  be  a  danger  by  flies  trans¬ 
mitting  the  nuisance  from  the  bin  to  your  food,  and  all  sorts 
of  illnesses  can  result,  such  as  food  poisoning,  infantile 
diarrheoa  and  typhoid  fever. 

ALL  BURNABLE  refuse  should  be  burned  on  the  kitchen  fire,  or  in 
the  garden,  and  garden  refuse  is  not  permitted  in  the  dustbin. 

WET  REFUSE  should  be  kept  out  of  the  bin,  as  this  causes  rust.  It 
also  "  cakes  ”  the  refuse  at  the  bottom,  causing  it  to  rust 
through,  besides  attracting  flies,  and  becoming  a  nuisance. 

PUT  YOUR  WASTE  FOOD  in  the  Street  Communal  Bins,  supplied 
for  the  purpose,  and  not  in  your  dustbin. 

DO  NOT  BURN  rubbish  or  paper  in  your  dustbin,  as  this  destroys 
the  galvanising,  and  it  will  soon  rust  through. 

KEEP  YOUR  BIN  clean,  both  inside  and  out.  A  piece  of  paper  at 
the  bottom  helps  to  keep  it  in  a  hygienic  condition. 

FRANK  ASKER 

Municipal  Buildings,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

OLD  HILL, 

Staffs.  ALEC  LONGFELLOW 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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The  refuse  tonnage  is  up  by  1,360  tons.  It  seems  a  waste  of  effort 
to  haul  unburnable  rubbish  from  the  pits  to  be  incinerated  in  domestic 
firegrates,  and  then  carted  to  a  disposal  centre  at  a  cost  of  £1  2s.  Id. 
per  ton. 

The  cost  of  the  services  has  gone  up  by  £320  8s.  7d.  and  higher 
expense  is  anticipated  as  the  basic  output  per  man  lessens  and  the 
wages  increase. 

The  vehicle  repairs  are  centralised.  A  scheme,  introduced  for  the 
allocation  of  oils  for  servicing  was  abandoned  owing  to  its  imprac¬ 
ticability. 


WASTE  RECOVERY. 

The  Pig  Food  is  collected  by  means  of :  — 

1  An  electric  Pony  visiting  1,650  houses  weekly. 

2.  From  172  Communal  Street  bins,  fitted  with  Bradley's  Patent 
Quick  Lift  Access  Lids. 


1950  From  1,650  household 

Months  containers  by  electric  Pony 


From  172  Communal 
Street  bins  fitted  with 
Bradley’s  Patent  Quick 


Lift 

Access  lids. 

January 

22 

tons. 

1.3 

cwts. 

2 

qrs. 

34 

tons. 

1 

cwts.  1 

qrs 

February 

21 

tons. 

10 

cwts. 

1 

qrs. 

29 

tons. 

16 

cwts.  1 

qrs 

March 

20 

tons. 

19 

cwts. 

0 

qrs. 

32 

tons. 

12 

cwts.  1 

qrs 

April 

18 

tons. 

5 

cwts. 

1 

qrs. 

23 

tons. 

3 

cwts.  0 

qrs 

May 

18 

tons. 

10 

cwts. 

3 

qrs. 

23 

tons. 

7 

cwts.  2 

qrs 

June 

9 

tons. 

12 

cwts. 

2 

qrs. 

23 

tons. 

15 

cwts.  2 

qrs 

July 

11 

tons. 

6 

cwts. 

1 

qrs. 

16 

tons. 

14 

cwts.  0 

qrs 

August 

13 

tons. 

18 

cwts. 

2 

qrs. 

22 

tons. 

3 

cwts.  3 

qrs 

September  . . . 

16 

tons. 

18 

cwts. 

1 

qrs. 

22 

tons. 

6 

cwts.  1 

qrs 

October 

12 

tons. 

17 

cwts. 

2 

qrs. 

36 

tons. 

0 

cwts.  2 

qrs 

November  . . . 

21 

tons. 

13 

cwts. 

0 

qrs. 

32 

tons. 

3 

cwts.  0 

qrs 

December  . . . 

15 

tons. 

1 

cwts. 

0 

qrs. 

26 

tons. 

7 

cwts.  0 

qrs 

TOTALS  . . . 

203 

tons. 

5 

cwts. 

3 

qrs. 

322 

tons. 

10 

cwts.  1 

qrs 

The  sales  are  as  follows  :  — 

Waste  Food  ...  525  tons.  16  cwts.  0  qrs. 

Waste  Paper  ...  10  tons.  10  cwts.  0  qrs. 

Bones  ......  2  qrs. 


£1,425  14s.  lOd. 
50  10s.  Od. 
2s.  lOd. 


TOTALS 


536  tons.  6  cwts.  2  qrs..  £1,476  7s.  8d. 
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The  amount  of  waste  food  collected  is  reasonably  high,  considering 
that  this  is  a  pig  keeping  district  for  private  consumers ! 

Pigs  killed  at  a  Government  Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  2312 

Pigs  killed  on  Cottagers  premises  for  self  supply  ...  1038 

Total  Pigs  killed  and  inspected  1950  ...  ...  ...  3350 

The  communal  bins  are  fitted  with  Bradley’s  foolproof  lids,  and  do 

not  give  rise  to  any  nuisance  of  dog  interference  or  lids  being  left  off. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
Houses  infested 
Foodstores  infested 
Piggeries  infested 
Tips  infested 
Watercourses  infested  ... 

Factories  infested 
Sewer  Manholes  test  baited 
Holes  gassed  with  Cymag 
No.  of  good  takes 
No.  of  small  takes 


year :  — 
110 

7 
3 

8 
V. 


19 

100 

68 

254  (2  oz.  baits) 
568 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.  THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1950. 

HOUSES. 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  341 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  635 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during  the 

year  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  983 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS.  Defective  .  7 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  ...  4497 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Nature 

No.  of  Individual 
premises  visited 

Total  Number  of 
Inspections  made 

Shops  Visited  under  Shops  Acts 

1203 

1475 

Drains 

500 

701 

Urinals 

9 

11 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

16 

574 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

1 

8 

Foodstores 

456 

3211 

Stables  and  Animals 

17 

3 

Piggeries  ... 

272 

314 

Factories  ... 

383 

706 

Bakehouses 

22 

268 

Licenced  Premises 

154 

531 

Dairies 

1 

24 

Van  Dwellings  ... 

138 

20  6 

Carbide  Stores 

7 

7 

Petroleum  Stores 

120 

199 

Smoke 

23 

45 

Infectious  Diseases 

227 

332 

Cinemas  ... 

4 

65 

Defective  Bins 

229 

529 

Wells  and  water  supplies 

2 

2 

Watercourses 

27 

32 

Manure  Pits  and  accumulations  ... 

13 

28 

Ice-cream  stores  ... 

97 

210 

Complaints  investigated 

896 

896 

Schools 

10 

5 

Works  Canteens  and  restaurants  . . . 

103 

281 

Cellulose  Stores  ... 

6 

12 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS  ...  1,693 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1950 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

DWELLING  HOUSES : 

Defective  roof  of  coalhouse  and  verandahs 

20 

11 

2 

13 

Defective  roofs  of  dwelling  houses 

... 

142 

151 

6 

157 

Defective  chimneys 

88 

80 

1 

81 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ... 

22 

27 

— 

27 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls  . . . 

6 

2 

4 

6 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

77 

69 

14 

83 

Obstructed  spouting 

2 

11 

— 

11 

Defective  yard  paving 

9 

6 

— 

6 

Accumulations 

19 

20 

— 

20 

Defective  Dustbins 

222 

222 

25 

247 

Dampness  ... 

27 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  dwelling  houses 

5 

10 

— 

10 

Dirty  pantries  and  cellars  ... 

2 

2 

— 

2 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1950 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

Dirty  living  rooms 

28 

38 

_ 

38 

Dirty  bedrooms 

44 

46 

— 

46 

Dirty  staircases 

8 

11 

— 

11 

Dirty  bathrooms  ... 

4 

— 

* — 

— 

No  bathroom  accommodation 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Internal  and  external  painting 

14 

11 

— 

11 

Water  and  sewage  in  cellars 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  and  dangerous  ceiling  ... 

100 

85 

5 

90 

Defective  wall  plaster 

140 

165 

9 

174 

Defective  doors,  casement  and  steps 

44 

39 

6 

45 

Defective  firegrates  and  brickwork 

28 

45 

— 

45 

Defective  window  frames  and  fasteners  . . . 

65 

72 

3 

75 

Defective  or  no  skirting  boards  ... 

2 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  sash  cords 

129 

124 

13 

137 

Insufficient  coalhouse  accommodation 

? 

8 

— 

8 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  dangerous  floors  ... 

37 

40 

1 

41 

Defective  staircase 

10 

10 

2 

12 

Defective  or  no  handrail 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Fixed  windows 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Verminous  houses  .. . 

32 

32 

— 

32 

Houses  demolished 

— ■ 

4 

1 

5 

No  owners  name  in  rent  book  ... 

4 

6 

1 

7 

Defective  hot  water  system 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Dirty  beds  and  bedding  and  persons 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated  outbuildings  . . . 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Dangerous  garden  walls  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

WASHHOUSES : 

Defective  roofs 

49 

39 

5 

44 

Defective  chimneys 

19 

11 

2 

13 

defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls  . . . 

5 

10 

3 

13 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous  washhouse  ... 

10 

5 

4 

9 

Dirty  washhouses 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  floors 

5 

11 

1 

12 

Defective  ceilings 

8 

4 

— 

4 

Defetcive  wall  plaster 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  boiler  firegrates 

9 

7 

/•> 

z 

9 

Defective  washing  boilers  and  boiler 

brickwork 

28 

18 

— 

18 

Defective  or  obstructed  sink  waste  pipes 

7 

8 

— 

8 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 

pipes 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Dangerous  covers  of  cisterns  and  wells  . . . 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 

13 

7 

4 

11 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

— 

12 

.  ~  — 

12 

Defective  window  frames 

7 

6 

- — - 

6 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1950 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

Insanitary  sinks 

2 

14 

_ 

14 

Defective  brick  pillars  under  sinks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 

4 

9 

a 

— 

9 

3 

Defective  spouting 

8 

2 

2 

4 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

1 

1 

— 

1 

DRAINS  AND  WATER  CLOSETS : 

Defective  W.C.  roofs 

34 

31 

2 

33 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 

22 

31 

— 

31 

Defective  soil  and  vent,  pipes 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  doors,  cases  and  steps  ... 

11 

8 

— 

8 

Defective  flushing  apparatus 

20 

9  9 

aa 

2 

35 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

23 

29 

2 

31 

Obstructed  W.C.’s  and  drains 

256 

254 

— 

254 

Defective  or  no  seats 

16 

17 

1 

18 

Burst  Service  pipes 

12 

7 

1 

8 

Insufficient  drainage 

67 

75 

9 

3 

78 

Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

67 

75 

9 

a 

78 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

67 

80 

3 

83 

Defective  drains  ... 

13 

16 

— 

16 

Broken  inspection  chamber  covers 

12 

8 

— 

8 

Dilapidated  W.C.s 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  urinals  ... 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  pail  closets 

5 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  floors  ... 

2 

8 

— 

8 

Dirty  W.C.s  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

FACTORIES : 

Dirty  urinals 

8 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  and  insufficient  urinals  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

21 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  water  closets 

44 

44 

— 

44 

Defective  or  no  seats 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  flushing  apparatus 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  W.C.  doors  and  fastenings 

89 

4 

— 

4 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  W.C. 

22 

6 

— 

6 

Dilapidated  W.C.s 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  insufficient  drainage 

13 

2 

— 

2 

No  storage  Rooms  for  cellulose  liquid  . . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  not  Rat  Proofed 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Obstructed  and  defective  drains  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  spouting 

Doors  made  to  open  outwards  or  not 

1 

— 

— 

— 

marked  "  Fire  Exit  ”.. . 

182 

132 

— 

132 

21 


No.  of 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects 

discovered  during  1950  found 


Defective  dust  extractors  on  Quarry 

chipping  plants  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.s  not  marked  "  MALES  ”  or 

"FEMALES”  .  41 

Defective  W.C.  roofs  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 

pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No  intervening  ventilation  space  ...  5 

No  washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  8 

Nuisance  from  galvanizing  fumes  ...  1 

Dust  and  grit  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  or  no  paving  to  Sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  or  no  fire  escapes  ...  ...  3 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insanitary  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insufficient  screening  to  W.C.s  ...  ...  12 

Fire  Escape  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  75 


PIGGERIES : 
Filthy 

Accumulations 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  floors 
Defective  walls 
Dilapidated 


BAKEHOUSES : 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  bread  racks  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dirty  storerooms  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dirty  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No  intervening  ventilated  spaces  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  benches  and  utensils  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  towels  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.  accommodation  insufficient  ...  ...  — 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  washing 

facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES  and  GENTS  ...  5 

W.C.s  not  marked  "Wash  Hands  after  Use”  17 

Contravention  of  Byelaws  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  1 


No.  of  defects  Total 

remedied  by  No.  of 

informal  formal  Defects 

action  action  remedied 


2—2 

16  —  16 

2—2 

a  —  o 

5  —  5 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

4—4 

1  —  1 

75  —  75 


4—4 

2—2 

2—2 


2—2 

2—2 


2—2 

13  —  13 

4—4 

3  —  3 

5  —  5 

2—2 

2—2 

4  —  4 

4  —  4 

28  —  28 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1950 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

STABLES  AND  ANIMALS  KEPT : 

Leaking  manure  pits 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals 

O 

3 

2 

— 

2 

FOODSTORES : 

Defective  W.C.  brickwork  and  joints 

6 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  and  dirty  floors 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  spouting 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  door  and  door  casing  ... 

1 

7 

— 

7 

Defective  floors 

6 

8 

— 

8 

Dirty  foodstores  ...  . 

96 

121 

— 

121 

Unsuitable  sausage  rooms  ... 

6 

1 

— 

1 

Nuisance  from  burning  refuse  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

— 

7 

— 

7 

External  painting  of  woodwork  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 

6 

8 

— 

8 

Insufficient  protection  from  dust  etc. 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Obstructed  drains 

1 

1 

— 

1 

No  intervening  ventilation  space  to  W.C. 

8 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  ceiling  and  wall  plaster 

16 

31 

— 

31 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

o 

3 

7 

— 

7 

Insufficient  drainage 

10 

13 

— 

13 

Defective  W.C.  roof 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  W.C.  floors 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

1 

3 

— 

3 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES  and  GENTS  . . . 

13 

4 

— 

4 

Dirty  W.C.s  . 

8 

16 

— 

16 

Defective  W.C.  doors  and  doorsteps 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  window  frames  and  fastenings 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation 

2 

14 

— 

14 

W.C.s  not  marked  "Wash  Hands  After  Use’’ 
No  preparation  room  for  fish  and  potato 

168 

465 

— 

465 

cleansing 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  roofs 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Oil  stored  in  Foodstore 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 

35 

15 

— 

15 

Insufficient  or  no  heating  ... 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 

4 

— 

— 

— 

pipes 

8 

13 

— ■ 

13 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ... 

5 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  yard  paving 

2 

1 

— 

1 

No  constant  supply  of  hot  water  ... 

77 

85 

— 

85 

Contraventions  of  the  Meat  Regulations  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

Defective  roof 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Obstructed  drains  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects 

discovered  during  1950  found 


CINEMAS : 

No  barrier  around  operating  box  ...  1 

Insufficient  fire  curtains  to  stage  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  sprinkling  systems  ...  ...  2 

CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS  AND  CAFES  : 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  13 

Dirty  W.C.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  W.C  seats  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ...  -  ...  — • 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES  and  GENTS  ...  2 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  W.C.  and  urinal  accommodation  1 
Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  1 

No  receptacles  for  storage  of  waste  ...  5 

Dirty  kitchen  utensils  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  window  frames  ...  ...  — 

Defective  crockery  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.s  not  marked  "Wash  Elands  After  Use”  44 
No  hot  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  2 

MARKETS : 

Stalls  not  protected  from  dust  and  dirt  ...  1 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  ...  ...  5 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  hot  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  5 

PETROLEUM  STORES : 

Defective  ventilation  pipes  ...  ...  — 

Defective  delivery  hose  pipe  ...  ...  1 

Broken  inspection  chamber  covers  ...  1 

DAIRIES : 

Dirty  clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  ceiling  and  walls  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  cloakroom  facilities  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  machinery  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lack  of  soap  and  towels  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.  walls  ...  ...  ...  1 


remedied  by  No.  of 

informal  formal  Defects 

action  action  remedied 


24  —  24 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 


3 


4—4 
7—7 
1  —  1 

2—2 
2—2 
44  —  44 

2—2 


3  —  3 

3  —  3 

1  —  1 

4—4 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

jl 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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No.  of  defects  Total 

No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects  informal  formal  Defects 

discovered  during  1950  found  action  action  remedied 


Insufficient  screening  to  W.C. 

W.C.s  not  marked  '  Wash  Hands  After  Use” 
Defective  yard  paving 

VAN  DWELLINGS: 

Occupying  land  without  licence  ... 

ICECREAM  STORES  : 

No  washing  facilities 
No  constant  supply  of  hot  water 
Dirty  ceiling  and  walls  ... 

Absence  of  Wash  Hands  Notices  ... 

SHOPS : 

Defective  roof 
Defective  W.C.  roofs 
Defective  ceiling  and  walls  plaster 
Obstructed  and  defective  drains  ... 
Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 
Defective  yard  paving 
Insufficient  heating  in  shop 
Defective  sinks 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  ... 

No  washing  facilities 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  of  shop  ... 

Dirty  W.C.s  . 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES  and  GENTS  . . . 
Defective  doors  ... 

Defective  floors 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  in  W.C. 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ... 

Lack  of  soap  and  towels  ... 

Insufficient  drainage 

Insufficient  water  supply 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  W.C.  . . . 

REFUSE  TIPS: 

Smoke  nuisances  ... 

Nuisance  from  tipping 

SMOKE  NUISANCES  . 

LICENCED  PREMISES  : 

Defective  main  roof 
Defective  W.C.s  roofs 
Defective  W.C.  walls 


1 

1 
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3 

3 

2 

5 


1 


4 

1 

1 

3 

4 
23 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

o 

a 

4 

5 


2 

8 


6 

12 

2 


1  —  1 

1  —  1 

12  4  16 

1  —  1 


1  —  1 

1  —  1 

2—2 

3  —  3 

1  —  1 


2—2 


1  —  1 

1  —  1 

18  —  18 

6—6 

13  —  13 


1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

1  —  1 

3  —  3 


2—2 

4—4 

4—4 


1  —  1 

11  —  11 

2  o 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1950 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

Defective  W.C.  floors 

2 

2 

2 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  apparatus 

7 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  W.C.  seats 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  W.C.  doors  and  door  casements 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

1 

1 

1 

Defective  ventilation  shafts  to  W.C.s 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dirty  W.C.s 

24 

19 

— 

19 

Inadequate  screening  to  W.C.s  ... 

34 

20 

— 

20 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

19 

n 

a 

— 

o 

0 

Insufficient  drainage 

24 

10 

— 

10 

Defective  drains  ... 

i 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  urinals 

14 

7 

— 

7 

Dilapidated  and  unscreened  urinals 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  and  insufficient  urinals  accom¬ 
modation 

30 

7 

7 

No  flushing  apparatus  in  urinal  ... 

/ 

5 

— 

5 

Insufficient  cooking  facilities 

1 

— 

— ' 

— 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  washing 
facilities 

31 

4 

4 

Defective  sink  and  sink  waste  pipes 

13 

5 

— 

5 

Lack  of  bathroom  accommodation 

10 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  Public  Rooms 

24 

14 

— 

14 

Defetcive  floors  of  public  rooms  ... 

11 

5 

— 

5 

Dirty  cellars  and  defective  cellar  floors  ... 

14 

6 

— 

6 

Dirty  kitchens 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Defetcive  cellar  doors 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  firegrates 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  dirty  yard  areas 

1 

2 

— 

2 

No  hot  water  behind  bar  ... 

19 

9 

— 

9 

W.C.s  not  marked  "Wash  Hands  After  Use” 

no 

87 

— 

87 

W.C.s  not  marked  LADIES  and  GENTS  . . . 

15 

10 

— 

10 

No  intervening  ventilated  space  to  W.C 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  to  W.C. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lack  of  Fire  Escapes 

1 
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B.  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1950. 

(Distinguished  Statutory  from  Informal). 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1949  313 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1949  ...  15 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950  1,533 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950 

(Re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

FORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year  1950  ...  ...  12 

1,942 

C.  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES. 
INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1950  which  were 

oustanding  31st  December,  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1950  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,273 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1950  which  were 

served  during  the  year  (Re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  69 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1950,  which  were  out 

standing  31st  December,  1949.  (Most  of  these  notices 
relating  to  condemned  property  not  yet  demolished)  ...  12 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1950,  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

1,709 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December, 

1950  (for  analysis  see  below). 

FORMAL  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

INFORMAL  .  324 

330 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  is  896. 

OUTWORKERS. 

During  the  year  23  lists  have  been  received  containing  70  names 
covering  February  and  August. 

There  were  8  Reminder  Notices  set  out  to  employers. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work. 

Number  of  out- workers  in  August 
list  required  by  Section  110(1)  (c). 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making  etc., 
Cleaning  and  Washing)  ... 

4 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains  ... 

11 

Carding  etc.  of  buttons  etc. 

10 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

2 

Total 

27 

SHOPS  HOURS  CLOSING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  in  the  evenings  by  all  members  of  the  staff. 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

1  Inspections  for  tenancy  allocation  of  Council  Houses  ...  103 

Found  verminous  and  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Bugs.  Other  causes. 

Other  dwelling  houses  disinfested  ...  10  20 

2.  Houses  are  disinfested  by  spraying  and  the  use  of  D.D.T.  fluids 
and  powders. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:  — 

( 1  )  (a;  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  ( under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  983 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  5,480 

(2) 

and  Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  7 

(3) 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head )  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  674 

3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year :  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts  .. .  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  Default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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DETAILS  OF  PROSECUTIONS  AND  SUMMONSES  SERVED. 
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The  year  has  been  one  of  activity,  and  where  there  has  been  no 
opposition,  good  progress  has  been  made.  In  addition  to  the  total  of 
983  houses  already  recorded  as  inspections  under  the  public  health  act, 
359  visits  have  been  made  to  properties  in  connection  with  insufficient 
W.C.  accommodation,  that  is,  where  two  or  more  houses  use  the  same 
convenience.  As  a  result  80  additional  W.C.s  were  provided  by  pre¬ 
liminary  action  and  three  provided  by  Statutory  notice. 

Factory  inspection  has  been  done  as  a  routine  in  connection  with 
canteen  visits,  and  75  Fire  Escape  Certificates  have  been  issued.  A 
register  of  all  shops  in  the  Borough  has  been  made  including  licenced 
premises,  and  food  stores  are  well  up  to  date.  The  clean  food  byelaws 
were  confirmed  on  18th  July,  1950,  and  were  generally  accepted  by 
the  traders  as  necessary.  Alterations  were  carried  out  willingly. 

All  the  public  lavatory  accommodation  belonging  to  the  Council  has 
been  suitably  roofed  in,  and  an  underground  scheme  of  public  con¬ 
veniences  has  been  commenced  in  the  Blackheath  area. 

Washing  facilities  are  unfortunately  not  provided  for  public  use. 
This  would  be  of  great  help  to  food  vendors,  particularly  if  access  was 
free.  There  could  then  be  no  excuse  for  dirty  hands  by  these  tradesmen 
on  their  rounds. 

A  census  of  water  stand-pipes  to  houses  has  been  taken.  The  result 
is  25  standpipes  supplying  76  houses.  This  is  much  fewer  than  previously 
estimated.  The  houses  supplied  are  generally  of  the  unfit  type. 

Extractor  plants  for  galvanising  fumes  have  been  installed  by  two 
firms.  These  consist  of  large  hoods  over  the  galvanising  pots,  the  fumes 
being  extracted  by  electric  fans  through  large  capacity  pipes  and  dis¬ 
charging  well  above  the  roofs. 

Two  soot  deposits  gauges  and  two  sulphur  dioxide  installations  were 
fixed  in  the  Blackheath  and  Old  Hill  areas.  The  reports  are  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  monthly. 

The  dust  from  stone  crushing  plants  are  a  source  of  nuisance  and 
give  much  concern  to  those  affected.  There  are  six  operating  firms  in 
the  district,  some  of  whom  have  more  than  one  installation.  Some  of 
the  extracting  and  precipitating  plants  are  not  altogether  efficient,  owing 
to  difficulty  of  getting  the  work  completed.  The  Darby’s  Hill  Quarry 
plant  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  has  considerably  reduced  the 
emission  of  dust.  Previously,  shops  and  stores  within  half  a  mile  radius 
complained  strongly  about  the  nuisance. 

In  the  Old  Hill  area  a  serious  nuisance  occurs.  A  crushing  and 
screening  plant  is  situated  on  a  rising  embankment  commencing  from 
house  chimney  pot  level  and  has  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  week  of 
stone  crushing.  The  stone  is  imported  from  a  chemical  works  in  the 
area  of  a  neighbouring  authority.  In  the  process  of  crushing,  tipping  and 
screening,  aboue  6.%  dust  is  created,  much  of  the  heavier  material 
settling  within  the  buildings,  some  on  the  roofs,  and  die  fine  dust 
blows  into  the  atmosphere.  After  much  correspondence,  covering  a 
period  of  seven  years,  the  plant  is  now  likely  to  be  removed. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ailsopp  Hill  Quarry  has  placed  an  order 
for  an  extractor  plant  and  another  firm  handling  bagging  material,  which 
creates  fine  dust  is  installing  a  filter  bag  arrangement  to  prevent  at¬ 
mospheric  contamination. 

Action  under  the  Public  Health  Act  is  specific  in  regard  to  nuisances : 
Section  93  states  :  — • 

"  Where  a  local  authority  are  satisfied  of  the  existence  of  a  statutory 
nuisance,  they  SPIALL  serve  a  notice  (hereafter  in  this  Act  referred 
to  as  "  an  abatement  notice  ”)  on  the  person  by  whose  act,  default 
or  sufferance  the  nuisance  arises  or  continues,  or,  if  that  person 
cannot  be  found,  on  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  premises  on 
which  the  nuisance  arises,  requiring  him  to  abate  the  nuisance 
and  to  execute  such  works  and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose.” 

Section  94(1)  states  :  — • 

”  If  the  person  on  whom  an  abatement  notice  has  been  served  makes 
default  in  complying  with  any  of  the  requirements  of  the  notice 
or  if  the  nuisance,  although  abated  since  the  service  of  the  notice 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  authority,  likely  to  recur  on  the 
same  premises,  the  authority  SHALL  cause  a  complaint  to  be 
made  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  justice  shall  thereupon 
issue  a  summons  requiring  the  person  on  whom  the  notice  was 
served  to  appear  before  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction.” 

Section  94(2)  states  inter  alia:  — 

”  If  the  nuisance  is  proved  to  exist  or  is  likely  to  recur  the  court 
SHALL  make  an  order  for  the  work  to  be  done.” 

There  is  also  provision  for  costs  and  daily  penalties. 

Section  94(4)  states  inter  alia:  — 

”  It  is  up  to  the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  BEST  PRACTICAL 
MEANS  have  been  taken  for  preventing  or  counteracting  the 
effect  of  the  dust.” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

For  sale,  storage  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

For  sale  and  storage  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Total  ...  98 

45  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year.  All  the  premises 
have  been  inspected  and  brought  up  to  date. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted :  — 

Principal  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  14 

Supplementary,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Supplementary,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dealers  Licence,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dealers  Licence,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 
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SAMPLING  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

Five  Bacteriological  and  five  chemical  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  watercress  beds  near  the  mouse  sweet  brook.  These  were  found 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  beds  were  destroyed. 

One  sample  of  custard  powder  and  one  of  powdered  gelatine  were 
taken  for  suspected  food  poisoning,  but  these  were  sterile. 

The  County  Council  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough  took 
225  samples.  One  was  adulterated. 


Article. 


Genuine.  Adulterated. 


Almonds,  ground 
Apples  in  light  syrup, 
quartered 

Apples,  preserved,  sweetened 
with  sugar  ... 

Baking  Powder  ... 

Baked  beans  in  tomato  sauce 
Blanc  Mange  Powder 
Brisling  in  tomato,  English 
Butter 

Butter  Beans  in  tomato  sauce 
Blackberries  in  light  syrup 
Carrots,  strained  ... 

Cake  with  cream,  lemon  iced 
Cascara  Sagrada,  Fluid  ex¬ 
tract  of 

Cheese,  Pasteurised  process 
Cherries,  red  in  light  syrup 
Cherries  in  syrup 
Chips 

Coconut,  dessicated 
Coffee,  ground 
Essence,  coffee  and  chicory 
containing  preservative 
Cornflour 

Cake  flour,  sweetened 
Crab,  dressed 
Custard  Powder  ... 
Cydapple 

Dessert  Powder,  sweetened 
Dripping 

Flavouring,  strawberry 
Flavour,  brandy  ... 

Flour,  plain 
Gelatine  Powdered 
Gelatine  Powdered,  sweet 
Ginger,  ground  ... 
Ice-cream  ... 

Jelly  powder,  aspic 
Jelly,  table 
Jelly  crystals 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

1 


Nature. 
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Article. 


Genuine.  Adulterated. 


Nature. 


Jam,  strawberry,  (full  fruit 
standard ) 

1 

Juice,  orange 

1 

Juice,  orange 

2 

Jam,  plum,  (full  fruit 
standard) 

1 

Ketchup,  Tomato 

2 

Lemon  Cheese 

2 

Malted  Milk 

1 

Marmalade,  full  fruit  stan¬ 
dard 

1 

Marmalade,  Ginger,  special 
standard 

1 

Milk 

6 

Milk,  condensed,  unsweetened 

1 

2.3%  deficient  in 

Milk,  heat  treated 

1 

total  milk  solids — 
containing  24.9%  in¬ 
stead  of  at  least 
25.5%. 

Milk,  tuberculin  tested, 
Pasteurised,  Jersey  ... 

1 

Milk,  pasteurised, 

36 

Milk,  Pasteurised,  Channel 
Islands 

2 

Milk,  sterilised 

30 

Milk,  tuberculin  tested, 
Jersey 

1 

Milk,  tuberculin  tested 
(pasteurised) 

24 

Meat,  lunch 

1 

Meat  roll 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

Molasses 

1 

Nutmegs,  ground 

1 

Onion  Powder,  Dehydrated 

1 

Orange  (sliced  in  refined 
syrup) 

1 

Paste,  fish,  salmon  and 
shrimp,  and  other  fish 

1 

Potato  Crisps 

1 

Paste,  fish,  kipper  and  other 
fish  ... 

1 

Pears,  sweet  (Bottled)  ... 

1 

Pears,  Bottled,  sweetened 
with  sugar  ... 

1 

Pudding,  Cranberry  and 
apple,  sweetened 

1 
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Article.  Genuine.  Adulterated.  Nature. 


Pudding  mixture,  steamed, 
sweetened 

1 

Pastry  mixture 

1 

Peas,  Processed 

1 

Pepper,  white 

2 

Pie,  steak  and  kidney 

1 

Pickle,  Red  cabbage 

1 

Pudding  mixture,  Golden, 

1 

sweetened 

1 

Pudding  mixture,  Sponge, 
sweetened 

1 

Salad  cream 

1 

Salmon,  potted 

1 

Sauce,  Tomato 

1 

Sausages,  beef,  (preserved) 

2 

Sausages,  pork  (preserved) 

1 

Soup,  cream  of  vegetable  . . . 

1 

Steak,  stewed 

2 

Sponge  mixture  ... 

1 

Sponge  mixture,  sweetened 

1 

Sugar,  icing 

1 

Suet,  Beef,  Shredded 

1 

Sweets,  Mint  twists 

1 

Tangerade 

1 

Tonic  Food 

1 

Vinegar,  malt 

1 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year :  — 

Bacteriological  Tests. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Undesignated 

5 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  ... 

27 

2 

Pasteurised 

35 

5 

Sterilised  ... 

29 

— 

Heat  Treated 

2 

2 

Biological  Tests. 

Undesignated 

8 

— 

Pasteurised 

3 

— 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  15  slaughter-houses  licenced  in  the  District.  One  is  licenced 
for  the  Government  slaughter  of  pigs  and  the  remainder  used  generally 
for  the  killing  of  cottagers’  pigs.  3,350  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  have  been  inspected. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD 
Pigs’  Frys 
„  Livers 
„  Lungs 
„  Heads 
„  Intestines 
„  Mesentry 
„  Hearts 
„  Carcases 
Sausages 
Cheese  . . . 

Eggs 

Bulk  Prunes 
Bulk  Dates 
Bulk  Figs 
Pickles  . . . 

Fruit  Cake 
Packets  of  Puddings 
„  „  Flour 

„  „  jellies 

„  „  biscuits 

„  „  pastry  mix 

„  „  cereals 

Tinned  vegetables 
„  fruit  juices 
„  fruit 
„  Meat 

Milk  . . . 

„  Fish 
„  Soup 
„  Blackpuddings 
„  Coffee  . . . 

„  Tomato  paste 
Golden  syrup 
Fish  paste 

Jam  and  Marmalade 
Jars  of  fruit 
Jars  of  sauce 


55 


55 
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CONDEMNED. 

101  lbs 
7 

265 
339 
30 
7 
1 

948 
30 
38J 
113 
270 
211 
125 
189i 
47i 
6 
36 
15 
3 


5  5 


55 


5 5 


55 


5 1 


55 

55 


FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(d)  The  bacteriological  report  is  as  follows: 

Staphylococcus  aureus  coagulose  positive  isolated  from  faecal 
samples. 

(e)  The  food  involved  was  fresh  pressed  pork  and  tongue,  con¬ 
sumed  at  a  wedding  reception  on  licenced  premises  31 
persons  out  of  63  were  affected.  The  illnesses  did  not  last 
longer  than  two  days. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

Considerable  work  and  progress  has  been  made  in  this  work.  Lectures 
and  talks  have  been  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  at  restaurants  and  women’s  meetings  and  to  the  Trade  and 
Labour  Council.  Help  and  encouragement  has  also  been  given  by  the 
catering  trades,  the  brewery  trade  representatives,  the  trade  and  labour 
council  and  the  Rowley  Regis  Chamber  of  trade  officials.  In  conjunction 
with  the  latter  a  "  Code  of  Practice  ”  was  formulated  for  food  premises 
and  these  were  printed  on  large  stiff  cardboards  suitable  for  display 
as  follows :  — 


BOROUGH  OF  ROWLEY  REGIS 
FOOD  PREMISES 
CODE  OF  PRACTICE 

PROTECTION  OF  FOOD  FROM  CONTAMINATION.  All  food¬ 
stuffs  shall  be  protected  from  contamination  by  dust,  dirt,  flies  etc., 
and  open  displays  of  food  liable  to  contamination  must  be  protected 
by  suitable  coverings  and/or  closed  windows.  When  sweets  or  other 
similar  articles  are  sold  loose  from  bottles  or  containers,  suitable  clean 
scoops  shall  be  used  and  unnecessary  handling  avoided. 

WRAPPING  OF  FOOD.  During  sale  or  delivery,  suitable  clean 
hygienic  wrappers  shall  be  used,  and  in  cases  where  newspaper  may 
be  used,  the  food  must  also  be  placed  in  a  clean  new  inner  wrapping. 

STORAGE  OF  EMPLOYEES’  CLOTHING.  Personal  clothing  of 
employees  not  worn  whilst  working  must  not  be  kept  in  a  room  where 
food  is  being  prepared,  stored  or  sold,  except  in  a  cupboard  provided 
for  the  purpose. 

PROVISION  OF  WASHABLE  CLOTHING.  All  persons  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  foodstuffs  shall  wear  clean  washable  overalls. 

PERSONAL  CLEANLINESS.  Employees  must  see  that  a  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  personal  cleanliness  is  maintained,  e.g., 

(a)  Hands  and  finger  nails  should  be  scrubbed  clean  before  commen¬ 
cing  work  and  after  every  visit  to  a  sanitary  convenience,  and  as 
often  as  necessary. 

(b)  Persons  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  foodstuffs  must  wear  suitable 
head  covering. 

(c)  Overalls  must  be  changed  as  frequently  as  necessary  to  maintain 
suitable,  clean  appearance. 

(d)  Smoking  during  the  preparation,  handling  and  distribution  of 
foodstuffs  is  prohibited. 

Employers  shall,  having  provided  all  reasonable  facilities  for  the 
personal  cleanliness  of  employees,  encourage  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
ensure,  that  all  persons  employed  in  the  preparation,  distribution  and 
handling  of  foodstuffs  on  their  premises  comply  with  the  rules  relating 
to  employees. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  and  ILLNESS.  Employees  suffering  from 
any  illness  such  as  infectious  disease,  skin  disease,  or  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting,  shall  immediately  inform  their  employer,  and  when  consulting 
their  own  doctor,  shall  tell  him  of  the  nature  of  their  occupation. 

Employers  shall  take  reasonable  precautions  to  ascertain  if  any  of 
their  staff  are  suffering  from,  or  have  been  in  contact  with,  such 
diseases,  and  should  such  a  case  occur,  the  employer  shall  immediately 
notify  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A  copy  of  the  byelaws,  relating  to  clean  food,  can  be  seen  on  appli¬ 
cation  at  the  Municipal  Building,  Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

E.  R.  GROVE,  FRANK  ASKER, 

Sec.  Rowley  Regis  Chamber  of  Trade.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

21  High  Street,  ALEC  LONGFELLOW, 

BLACKHEATH,  B’ham.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Municipal  Buildings, 
OLD  HILL,  Staffs. 

A  systematic  street  to  street  inspection  of  shops  of  every  description 
was  made  throughout  the  Borough,  including  eating  houses,  licenced 
houses,  cafes,  restaurants,  works  canteens,  bakehouses  and  food  preparing 
establishments.  All  food  preparing  and  food  handling  premises  in  the 
Borough,  including  licenced  premises  are  fitted  out  with  hot  and  cold 
water  and  every  W.C.,  without  exception,  has  the  notice  displayed 
"  Wash  Hands  After  Use.”  This  work  has  been  done  willingly,  and 
without  hesitation.  A  good  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  Magistrates  Clerk 
and  the  Licencing  Justices,  with  the  full  support  of  the  Brewery 
Company  officials,  for  their  co-operation.  Additional  W.C.  and  urinal 
accommodation  has  been  provided  or  rebuilt  and  in  many  cases  bath 
rooms  have  been  included  for  the  use  of  licencees. 

SHOPS  ACT. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  shops  within  the  Borough,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  trade  of  each  being  classified. 


Army  Stores 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Electrical  Stores 

...  7 

Boot  and  Shoes 

(including 

Firegrates  etc. 

...  3 

repairs) 

42 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

...  38 

Butchers 

56 

Florists 

...  6 

Cafes 

14 

Funeral  Directors  ... 

...  3 

Carpet  Stores 

1 

Furniture  Dealers  ... 

...  24 

Chemists 

12 

General  Post  Offices 

...  3 

Chiropodists 

1 

General  Stores 

...  173 

Confectioners 

27 

Glass  and  China  Stores 

2 

Cook  Shops 

3 

Greengrocers 

...  50 

Corn  Merchants 

9 

Grocers 

...  112 

Cycle  Stores 

10 

Drapers 

59 

Drug  Stores 

3 

674 

Dry  Cleaners 

15 

40 


Hardware  Stores .  23  Paint  &  decorating  materials  13 


Hairdressers  (Ladies  and 

Photographers 

...  3 

Gents ) 

41 

Plumbers  ... 

...  1 

Herbalists  ... 

1 

Radio  Stores 

...  7 

Jewellers 

8 

Second  Hand  Clothing 

1 

Ladies  and  Gents  Outfitters 

37 

Sweet  Stores 

...  21 

Lending  Library 

2 

Sports  outfitters 

...  2 

Licenced  Premises  ... 

124 

Tobacconists 

...  21 

Milliners 

7 

Toys  etc.  ... 

...  7 

Model  Aircrafts  etc. 

1 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ... 

...  8 

Music  Shops 

2 

Wine  Stores 

...  7 

Newsagents 

17 

Wool  Stores 

1  5 

Off  Beer  Licences  ... 

10 

Oil  cleansing  materials  .  . 

1 

373 

Opticians  ... 

3 

Total  Number  of  Shops  1,047. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM.  117  Licences  were  granted.  These 
have  a  storage  capacity  of  99,340  gallons. 

CARBIDE  LICENCES.  7  Licences  were  granted. 

CINEMAS. 

Four  cinema  licences  have  been  granted.  One  building  was  also 
licenced  for  stage  plays.  Considerable  improvements  are  being  carried 
out.  Another  cinema  was  given  a  six  day  temporary  licence  for  the . 
local  amateurs,  after  alterations  had  been  effected.  Stage  Plays  were 
aJso  held  in  a  marquee  during  the  summer  period,  for  two  weeks, 
but  a  licence  was  not  necessary. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARIES. 

The  Tividale  Mortuary  is  now  demolished  and  the  central  Waterfall 
Lane  Depot  is  used.  One  man  is  employed  full  time  but  his  duties 
include  attendance  at  the  disinfection  station.  29  bodies  were  admitted. 
25  post  mortems  were  made. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

83  articles  of  clothing  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  disinfection  station 
and  40  houses  have  been  disinfected. 

SCABIES. 

No  cases  of  scabies  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department 
during  the  year.  Facilities  for  the  cleansing  and  treatment  of  male 
cases  of  scabies  are  available  at  the  Waterfall  Lane  Depot,  and  for 
females  and  children  at  Mace  Street  Clinic. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year 
was  639  as  compared  with  987  in  the  previous  year,  the  decrease  being 
mainly  accounted  for  by  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
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measles.  The  cases  were  more  or  less  evenly  distributed  throughout  the 
Borough.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the 
different  diseases  notified  during  the  year  together  with  the  number 
after  correction. 


Disease. 

Number 

notified. 

Number  after 
correction. 

Scralet  Fever 

63 

63 

Whooping  Cough 

133 

133 

Poliomyelitis :  — 

Paralytic 

41 

36 

Non-paralytic 

23 

17 

Measles 

362 

362 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

Dysentery 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Meningococal  Infections 

1 

— 

Total 

639 

622 

Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  year  63  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified,  the  majority  of  which  were  treated  at  home,  only  11  being 
removed  to  Hospital.  The  disease  was  generally  of  a  very  mild  type 
and  there  were  no  deaths.  It  is  not  the  practise  in  this  district  to 
remove  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  hospital  unless  there  is  some  definite 
grounds  in  the  interest  of  Public  Health,  e.g.,  where  there  might  be 
a  danger  of  infecting  food  supplies,  or  where  the  home  conditions 
are  such  that  it  would  be  dangerous  or  impossible  to  adequately  nurse 
the  case. 


Whooping  Cough.  There  were  133  cases  of  whooping  cough 
notified,  5  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 


Poliomyelitis.  64  cases  of  poliomyelitis.  41  paralytic  and  23  non¬ 
paralytic,  were  notified  during  1950,  and  of  these  53  cases,  36  paralytic 
and  17  non-paralytic  were  confirmed.  This  was  the  largest  out-break 
of  this  disease  ever  recorded  in  this  Borough,  in  fact  we  have  in  the 
past  been  comparatively  free  from  its  ravages,  for  during  the  previous 
10  years  there  were  only  8  cases  notified.  No  particular  area  of  the 
Borough  was  specially  affected,  in  fact  the  epidemic  was  widespread 
throughout  the  country  though  the  incidence  in  Rowley  Regis,  53 
cases  in  a  population  of  approximately  50,000,  was  high.  In  fact  an 
incidence  of  over  1  per  1.000  is  rare  in  poliomyelitis.  Age  and  sex 
distribution  was  as  follows :  — 
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Years 

0—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—25 

25  and 
over 

All 

ages 

Males : 

Paralytic 

10 

4 

— 

2 

2 

18 

Non.paralytic 

7 

5 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Total 

17 

9 

— • 

2 

D 

30 

Females : 

Paralytic 

11 

2 

1 

2 

2 

18 

Non-paralytic 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Total 

14 

2 

2 

2 

3 

23 

lotal  (all  cases 

male  and  female ) 

31 

11 

2 

4 

5 

53 

From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  children  under  the  age  of  10  (42  cases)  and  that  the  age  group  0 — 5 
years  contained  31  cases. 

#8  of  the  cases  died — 5  males  and  3  females — giving  a  case  fatality 
rate  of  17  per  cent  which  is  unusually  high.  Appended  is  a  table 
showing  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  fatal  cases.  Comparing  it 
with  the  previous  table  it  will  be  seen  that  although  adults  appeared 
to  be  less  likely  to  contract  the  disease,  yet  when  they  did  the  disease 
was  more  severe. 

*1  case  died  in  1951. 


Years 

0—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—25 

25  and 

over 

All 

ages 

Males  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Females 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

1 

— • 

3 

8 

Nowadays,  the  occurrence  of  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  appears 
to  have  a  high  news  value  and  so  rather  than  have  distorted  reports  in 
the  papers,  I  though  it  advisable  to  give  a  prepared  statement  to  the 
press  for  publication.  This  I  am  glad  to  say  was  approved  by  the  Health 
and  Drainage  Committee.  The  statement  given  to  the  Press  for  publi¬ 
cation  was  as  follows  :  — 
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"  POLIOMYELITIS. 


7th  June,  1950. 


•'  In  view  of  the  increased  prevalence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Borough 
"  I  have  been  authorised  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  issue  a 
"  statement  to  the  press  so  that  the  public  can  be  made  aware  of  the 
'  true  position. 

"  Since  20th  May,  nine  cases  of  poliomyelitis  from  this  area  have  been 
"  admitted  to  hispital,  one  of  which  has  proved  fatal.  The  remaining 
"  cases  are  making  satisfactory  progress. 

"  Poliomyelitis  is  an  infection  caused  by  a  virus  and  is  prevalent 
"  throughout  the  world  and  tends  to  occur  in  epidemics  at  irregular 
"  intervals  with  the  highest  incidence  in  the  summer  and  early  autumn. 
"  Children  from  one  to  sixteen  years  of  age  are  more  frequently 
'  attacked  than  adults.  The  virus  is  present  in  the  pharyngial  (nose 
'  and  throat)  discharges  and  stools  of  infected  persons  and  close  associ- 
‘  ation  with  infected  persons  accounts  for  a  Large  proportion  of  cases. 
"  Flies  have  been  found  to  be  contaminated  with  the  virus  but  there 
"  has  been  no  reliable  evidence  of  spread  by  insects,  water,  food  or 
"  sewage.  Most  people  are  infected  by  the  virus  but  fortunately  the 
"  majority  are  either  immune  or  develop  an  immunity  without  showing 
"  any  clinical  signs  of  the  disease.  Cases  which  do  develop  the  disease 
are  removed  to  hospital  for  two  main  reasons,  firstly  in  an  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  and  secondly  to  provide  the 
"  specialised  treatment  which  is  so  essential,  and  in  this  respect  it  is 
"  well  to  know  that  adequate  hospital  accommodation  is  available  to 
"  deal  with  all  cases  that  may  occur.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  specific 
"  remedy  which  will  prevent  the  disease  so  the  public  are  advised  to 
"  take  certain  measures  which  may  help  to  prevent  its  spread  and  these 
"  can  be  summarised  as  follows  :  — 

"(1)  Isolation  in  bed  of  all  children  with  fever  (temperature)  until 
a  medical  diagnosis  has  been  made. 

(2)  The  protection  of  children  as  far  as  practicable  against  un¬ 
necessary  contact  with  other  persons,  e.g.,  by  avoiding  crowded 
gatherings  etc. 

"(3)  By  avoiding  excessive  physical  strain  (e.g.  violent  exercise)  in 
children. 

“  (4)  By  avoiding  unnecessary  travel  and  visiting. 
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'(5)  By  the  hygienic  care  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food, 
being  especially  careful  to  prevent  contamination  by  flies. 

"  (6)  By  care  in  the  disposal  of  soiled  linen  and  napkins.  Hands  must 
be  washed  after  handling  and  also  after  visiting  the  toilet. 

"(7)  By  endeavouring  to  increase  the  child’s  general  resistance  to  ill 
health,  by  seeing  that  it  adopts  a  hygienic  mode  of  living,  i.e., 
having  plenty  of  good  wholesome  food,  spending  plenty  of  time 
in  the  open  air,  and  by  seeing  that  it  has  an  adequate  amount  of 
sleep  in  a  well  ventilated  bedroom. 

By  attention  to  these  points  it  may  be  possible  in  some  measure 
"  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

On  their  part,  the  Borough  Council  are  taking  all  practical  measures 
”  they  can  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  deal  with  cases  as 
"  the  arise.  On  my  advice  they  have  temporarily  closed  the  swimming 
bath  at  Haden  Hill  Park  and  the  paddling  pool  at  Britannia  Park. 
This  I  know  will  cause  hardship  to  the  younger  members  of  the 
"  community  especially  in  view  of  the  fine  weather  we  are  experiencing 
"  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  will  only  be  a  short  time  before  the  ban 
"  can  be  lifted.” 

MEASLES.  There  were  362  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  752  cases  in  1949,  and  all  but  4  of  these  were 
treated  at  home.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  6  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  but  only 
in  1  case  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed,  the  remainder  proving  to  be 
cases  of  tonsillitis.  The  previous  year,  there  were  8  notified  cases  of 
which  5  cases  were  confirmed.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  low 
incidence  is  the  result  of  the  vigorous  immunisation  that  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  past  years.  No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during 
the  past  10  years  together  with  the  number  of  deaths.  I  might  add  that 
no  immunised  child  has  died  in  Rowley  Regis  from  this  disease. 


Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Number  of 
notified 

cases 

54 

32 

80 

57 

63 

57 

20 

18 

8 

6 

Number  of 
died 

cases 

4 

10 

8 

6 

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

45 


The  number  of  cases  immunised  during  the  year  was  as  follows :  — 
Under  school  age,  389,  school  age,  49.  In  addition,  12  children  under 
school  age  and  309  children  of  school  age  received  re-inforcing  or 
booster  injections.  Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  the  function  of  the 
County  Council  and  is  either  carried  out  by  their  Medical  Officers  or 
by  arrangement  with  the  General  Practitioners,  and  I  am  indebted  to 
Dr.  W.  A.  McLennan,  Area  Medical  Officer  for  supplying  me  with 
these  figures. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  74  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  1  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  45  and  6  during  1949.  There  were  21  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (32  in  1949)  and  1  death  from  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (3  in  1949).  The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and 
deaths  in  the  various  age  groups. 


Age 

New  cases 

Deaths 

periods. 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Years. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

2 

— 

1—5 

2 

1 

1 

5—15 

2 

2 

15—25 

7 

13 

1 

3 

1 

25—35 

9 

6 

1 

35—45 

9 

4 

4 

3 

45—55 

9 

— 

1 

2 

55—65 

7 

— 

5 

65  ando^ 

er  1 

— 

1 

Total 

48 

26 

1 

— 

12 

9 

1 

— 

Home  visiting  of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
Health  Visitors  and  copies  of  their  reports  are  supplied  to  me. 

Information  as  to  any  sanitary  defects  or  any  overcrowding  is  con¬ 
tained  in  these  reports  which  enables  us  to  take  any  necessary  action 
to  abate  them.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported  through  to  the 
Housing  Department  with  a  recommendation  for  re-housing  and  where- 
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ever  possible  the  Housing  Committee  have  granted  the  tenancy  of  a 
council  house.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  exists  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  Housing  Department. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year. 


Name  of  Institution. 

Number  of 
admissions. 

Number  of 
discharges. 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 

4 

9 

Groundslow  Sanatorium 

2 

3 

5 

The  Limes,  Himley 

2 

2 

Newcastle  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

4 

6 

St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital,  Malvern  ... 

4 

— 

Yardley  Green  Hospital,  Stafford  ... 

1 

— 

Edge  View,  Kinver 

— 

1 
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